
Maxwell and his ui&, Lillie Bell Maxwell, and says he looks forward to seeing them 
again at the September meeting of the National Baptist 

Dr. 0. Clay Maxwell, Minister 
Mount Olivet Baptist Church 
114 West 120th Street 
New York 27, New York 

Dear Dr. Maxwell: 

There i s  a word in Catholic Theology called supererogation, which means in 
substance “more than justice requires. I can assure you that the kind hospitality 
that you and Mrs. Maxwell rendered to me on my visit to your church was a work 
of supererogation. 

Words can never adequately express my appreciation to you. To have been in 
this great church was an experience that I will long cherish. The fellowship was 
rich indeed. The financial contribution was unsurpassable. All of these things 
added together result in making my visit to Mount Olivet one of the truly great 
experiences of my life. You will always be remembered for the great contribution 
that you have made to the Christian Ministry and your big-hearted brotherly 
attitude. 

Please give my best wishes to Mrs. Maxwell. I will look forward to seeing both 
of you in Denver. 

Most sincerely, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLEj 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX GIA. 

2. 0. Clay Maxwell, Sr. (1885-1973), was pastor of Mount Olivet Baptist Church for forty years. He 
helped found the Protestant Council of the City of New York in 1943, and in 1957 he became the first 
African American to receive the group’s Distinguished Service Award. He also served as president of 
the National Baptist Sunday School and Baptist Training Union Congress. Maxwell headed the com- 
mittee that organized King’s 17 May sermon at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine (see “The Death 
of Evil upon the Seashore,” pp. 256-262 in this volume). 

To Septima Poinsette Clark 

16 August 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King conveys his and Coretta’s regrets at being unable to attend a desegregation 
wwkhqt~ at the HighlanderFolk School. He and Ralph Abmathy would attend 

16 Aug 
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20 Aug the school’s twentyjijth anniversary celebration a year later during the Labor Day 
weekend. ‘956 

Mrs. S. P. Clark, Workshop Director 
Highlander Folk School 
Monteagle, Tennessee 

Dear Mrs. Clark: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter ofJuly 30. Absence from 
the city for several days has delayed my reply. 

Mrs. King and I were happy to learn of the invitation to the Highlander Folk 
School. Unfortunately, however, a series of previous committments make it im- 
possible for us to accept this gracious invitation. It is with deepest regrets that we 
will be unable to attend. 

We have long heard of the great and noble work being carried on by the High- 
lander Folk School. We look forward with great anticipation to the day that we 
will be able to accept such an invitation. I hope we will be able to come next 
summer. 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 
MLKj 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 1+4. 

To Homer Alexander Jack 

20 August 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

I n  a 27 June letter, Jack mentioned to King an upcoming visit to Montgomery and 
offered to speak “on the lije and meaning of Gandhi. ”King asked the Unitarian 
minister to fill Dexter’s pulpit on zg July, but Jack did not receive the invitation; 
he thereJore cut his trip to the South short afer visiting King Sr., in Atlanta. On 
I August King again invited Jack to Montgomery, and on 12 August Jack delivered an 
address titled ‘From Gandhi to Montgomery The Lqe and Teachings of Mahatma 
Gandhi. ” Gandhi saw passive resistance as a weapon against racism, Jack observed, 
and fought segregation successfully in South Africa for twenty years because he believed 
that “one determined individual, inspired by unquenchable faith, can stand up 
against the whole world and alter the course of history. ”Jack also compared Gandhi’s 
protest methods with King’s. ‘Xs with Gandhi, so with Dr. King-he confounds and 
bases his opponents by the simple justice of his demands, by refusal to hate or 
retaliate. ”JackS address was later excerpted in  the Dexter Echo.‘ 

350 I .  “From Gandhi to Montgomery: The Life and Teachings of Mahatma Gandhi,” Dexter Echo, 
3 October 1956, pp. I ,  3. 
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